
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4606 July 27, 2017 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. ll. APOLLO I LAUNCH TEST ACCIDENT ME-

MORIAL AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL 
CEMETERY, VIRGINIA. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) On January 27, 1967, National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
Astronauts Command Pilot Virgil I. ‘‘Gus’’ 
Grissom, Senior Pilot Edward H. White II, 
and Pilot Roger B. Chaffee were killed in an 
electrical fire that broke out inside the 
Apollo I Command Module on Launch Pad 34 
at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canav-
eral, Florida. 

(2) Command Pilot Virgil I. ‘‘Gus’’ Grissom 
was selected by NASA in 1959 as one of the 
original seven Mercury astronauts. He pi-
loted the Liberty Bell 7 spacecraft on July 
21, 1963, on the second and final Mercury sub-
orbital test flight, served as command pilot 
on the first manned Gemini flight on March 
23, 1965, and was named as Command Pilot of 
the first Apollo flight. He began his career in 
the United States Army Air Corps and was a 
Lieutenant Colonel in the United States Air 
Force at the time of the accident, and he is 
buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 

(3) Senior Pilot Edward H. White II was se-
lected by NASA as a member of the second 
astronaut team in 1962. He piloted the Gem-
ini-4 mission, a 4-day mission that took 
place in June 1965, during which he con-
ducted the first extravehicular activity in 
the United States human spaceflight pro-
gram. He was named as Command Module 
Pilot for the first Apollo flight. He began his 
career as a cadet at the United States Mili-
tary Academy and was a Lieutenant Colonel 
in the United States Air Force at the time of 
the accident, and he is buried at West Point 
Cemetery. 

(4) Pilot Roger B. Chaffee was selected by 
NASA as part of the third group of astro-
nauts in 1963. He was named as the Lunar 
Module Pilot for the first Apollo flight. He 
began his career as a Naval Reserve Officer 
Training Corps midshipman at Illinois Insti-
tute of Technology and Purdue University 
before commissioning as an ensign in the 
United States Navy, he was a Lieutenant 
Commander in the United States Navy at the 
time of the accident, and he is buried at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. 

(5) All 3 astronauts were posthumously 
awarded the Congressional Space Medal of 
Honor. 

(6) As Arlington National Cemetery is 
where the United States recognize heroes 
who have passed in the service of our Nation, 
it is fitting on the 50th anniversary of the 
Apollo I launch test accident that the United 
States acknowledge those astronauts by 
building a memorial in their honor. 

(b) CONSTRUCTION OF MEMORIAL TO THE 
CREW OF THE APOLLO I LAUNCH TEST ACCI-
DENT AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY.— 
Subject to applicable requirements of sec-
tion 2409(b)(2)(E) of title 38, United States 
Code, the Secretary of the Army shall, in 
consultation with the Administrator of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, the Commission of Fine Arts, and the 
Advisory Committee on Arlington National 
Cemetery, authorize the construction at an 
appropriate place in Arlington National 
Cemetery, Virginia, of a memorial marker 
honoring the three members of the crew of 
the Apollo I crew who died during a launch 
rehearsal test on January 27, 1967, in Cape 
Canaveral, Florida. 

SA 732. Mr. NELSON submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2810, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title III, add the 
following: 
SEC. 338. PREVENTING ENCROACHMENT BY AC-

TIVITIES NOT COMPATIBLE WITH 
MILITARY OPERATIONS ON DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE TEST AND 
TRAINING RANGES. 

Section 104(a) of the Gulf of Mexico Energy 
Security Act of 2006 (title I of division C of 
Public Law 109–432; 43 U.S.C. 1331 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘June 30, 2022’’ and in-
serting ‘‘June 30, 2027’’. 

SA 733. Mr. STRANGE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2810, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2018 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

In the funding table in section 4101, in the 
item relating to Littoral Combat Ship, in-
crease the amount in the Senate Authorized 
column by $1,200,000,000. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I have 5 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, July 27, 2017, at 9:30 a.m., 
in 328A Russell Senate Office Building, 
in order to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘To consider the following nomina-
tions: Rostin Behnam, Brian D. 
Quintenz, and Dawn DeBerry Stump, to 
be Commissioners at the CFTC.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, July 27, 2017 at 9:45 a.m. 
to conduct an executive session to vote 
on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATION 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, July 
27, 2017 at 10 a.m., to hold a business 
meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate, on July 27, 2017, at 9 
a.m., in room SH–216 of the Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, to continue a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Oversight of the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act and Attempts 
to Influence U.S. Elections: Lessons 
Learned from Current and Prior Ad-
ministrations.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Senate Select Committee on In-

telligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the 115th Congress of the 
U.S. Senate on Thursday, July 27, 2017 
from 10 a.m. in room SH–219 of the Sen-
ate Hart Office Building to hold a 
Closed Member Markup. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Joshua Friedlein, be granted privileges 
of the floor for the remainder of the 
day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Dave Zwirblis, 
Shane Stoughton, and Neal McMillan, 
congressional fellows in my office, be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the 115th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JULY 31, 
2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 4 p.m., Monday, July 31; 
further, that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; further, that following leader 
remarks, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session and resume consideration 
of the Newsom nomination; finally, 
that notwithstanding the provisions of 
rule XXII, the cloture vote on the 
Newsom nomination occur at 5:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
JULY 31, 2017, AT 4 P.M. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent that it 
stand adjourned under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 1:56 a.m., adjourned until Monday, 
July 31, 2017, at 4 p.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 
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